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Whereas, nationally, sales for the natural
and organic  products industry were
$259,000,000,000 in 2020, and are expected to
surpass $300,000,000,000 in 2023;

Whereas dietary supplements and dietary
ingredients are currently regulated by the
United States Food and Drug Administration
under the Dietary Supplement Health and
Education Act of 1994 (Public Law 103-417; 108
Stat. 4325);

Whereas the natural products industry em-
powers individuals in the United States to
pursue flexible work arrangements like di-
rect selling;

Whereas demand for natural products in
the United States has led to the establish-
ment of numerous direct selling companies
that produce and sell natural products, and
36 percent of direct sellers focus on wellness
products, including natural products;

Whereas the increased consumption of die-
tary supplements has led to the creation of
more than 754,000 domestic jobs and the gen-
eration of $121,600,000,000 in total United
States economic output, including
$38,400,000,000 in domestic wages;

Whereas many dietary supplements con-
tain vitamins and minerals such as vitamin
D, iron, zinc, and more, which have been
shown to improve health;

Whereas 42 percent of supplement users
cite overall health and wellness benefits as a
reason they take supplements;

Whereas individuals in the United States
have the right to make decisions about their
health and should seek to make informed de-
cisions based on careful research and the
best scientific evidence;

Whereas studies have found among older
individuals an association between increased
use of dietary supplements and reporting
more healthful lifestyles; and

Whereas the National Institutes of Health
has found that some dietary supplements can
improve overall health and manage some
health conditions: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates October 22 through October
28, 2023, as ‘‘Natural Products Industry
Week’’;

(2) supports individuals in the United
States in their efforts to maintain or im-
prove their health, including through the use
of natural products;

(3) recognizes that dietary supplements
have become a routine part of the lives of
millions of individuals in the United States;
and

(4) recognizes the contributions of the nat-
ural product industry to the workforce and
economy of the United States.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 36—REIN-
FORCING THE UNITED STATES-
NIGERIA  RELATIONSHIP AND

URGING THE GOVERNMENT OF
NIGERIA TO CONDUCT FREE,
FAIR, TRANSPARENT, AND IN-
CLUSIVE ELECTIONS IN 2023

Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and Mr.
RISCH) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:
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Whereas Nigeria is the most populous de-
mocracy in Africa;

Whereas Nigeria remains one of the United
States closest partners in Africa, with bil-
lions of dollars of United States aid and in-
vestment per year going towards key areas
of governance, health, education, energy,
and finance, and democracy in Nigeria con-
tinues to be a strategic priority;

Whereas Nigeria has the largest economy
in Africa and plays an essential role in the
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economic growth and development of West
Africa and continent-wide;

Whereas the United States-Nigeria trade
relationship, supported by the African
Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) (19
U.S.C. 3701 et seq.) and foreign direct invest-
ment, further connects our two countries’
economies;

Whereas Nigeria’s leadership in the Eco-
nomic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) underscores Nigeria’s position on
upholding democracy and adherence to
transfer of power through -constitutional
means;

Whereas the 2023 electoral process in Nige-
ria is scheduled to include a presidential
election, 28 governor elections, 469 Federal
lawmaker elections, and 36 State House of
Assembly elections that may test the very
foundation of democracy in Nigeria;

Whereas the United States supports peace-
ful, credible elections in Nigeria in keeping
with the democratic aspirations of the Nige-
rian people;

Whereas the United States, through key
multilateral and nongovernmental inter-
national organizations, has provided support
to increase voter participation, access, edu-
cation, and safety in elections since Nige-
ria’s transition to multi-party democracy in
1999;

Whereas the 2019 Nigerian presidential and
state-level elections were marred by elec-
tion-related violence, last-minute delays,
widespread vote buying, and disinformation,
and had the lowest voter turnout in a presi-
dential election since the return to civilian
rule in 1999;

Whereas, after the 2019 elections, Nigerian
citizens made a resounding call for electoral
reforms to address violence, corruption, and
political party conduct within the country’s
political system;

Whereas, over numerous election cycles,
Nigerian civil society has developed signifi-
cant capacities to impartially observe elec-
tions, conduct civic and voter education pro-
grams, and hold government officials ac-
countable to democratic values;

Whereas the 2019 international election ob-
servation report published by the National
Democratic Institute and the International
Republican Institute noted that ‘‘political
parties remain the weakest link among Nige-
ria’s nascent democratic institutions,” a
sentiment shared by other citizen and inter-
national election observation missions, and
emphasized the need for political party re-
forms to promote stronger internal democ-
racy mechanisms, the further inclusion of
women and young people in the political
process, and the adherence to election codes
of conduct and the legal framework by polit-
ical parties;

Whereas despite the low voter turnout in
the 2019 elections, a 2022 Afrobarometer poll
indicated that 70 percent of Nigerians favor
democracy over any other kind of govern-
ment;

Whereas, since 2019, Nigeria has taken in-
tegral steps to advance transparency and in-
clusion in elections, including through key
provisions passed as part of the Electoral
Act, 2022;

Whereas the Electoral Act, 2022 calls for,
among other things, an earlier release of
election funding for the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission (INEC), the
electronic transmission of results, and the
enfranchisement of voters with physical and
mental disabilities;

Whereas the people of Nigeria continue to
advocate for stronger democratic values,
governmental accountability, and the full
implementation of the Electoral Act, 2022 in
advance of presidential elections in 2023;

Whereas President Muhammadu Buhari
has committed to a ‘‘peaceful transfer of
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power to an elected democratic government’’
in 2023, and has pledged to ensure that ‘‘elec-
tions are conducted in a free, fair, and trans-
parent manner’’; and

Whereas Nigeria continues to suffer from a
multitude of security issues, including ban-
ditry, terrorism, ethnic violence, religious
intolerance, and a lack of accountability for
human rights abuses attributed to state se-
curity forces: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) reiterates the United States commit-
ment to democracy and good-governance in
Nigeria and underscores the support of the
United States for all people of Nigeria to be
able to participate in free, inclusive, and fair
elections;

(2) commends the Government of Nigeria
on the passage of the Electoral Act, 2022,
which signals the intent of the Government
of Nigeria to strengthen its administration
of elections, and emphasizes the need for fair
and transparent electoral processes;

(3) applauds the work of the many Nigerian
civil society organizations that continually
work to advocate for and support the imple-
mentation of key election reforms, bolster
civic education, demand accountability for
actions of the government and security per-
sonnel, and embolden women and youth par-
ticipation in politics;

(4) encourages all Nigerians to exercise
their right to vote and to refrain from all
acts of electoral violence, voter malfeasance,
vote buying and selling, inflammatory
speech and disinformation, and any other ac-
tions that undermine free and fair elections
in Nigeria;

(5) condemns violence perpetrated by Boko
Haram, ISWAP, and numerous other insur-
gent and bandit groups that has impacted
millions of Nigerians and displaced hundreds
of thousands in neighboring Chad, Niger, and
Cameroon;

(6) calls on the Government of Nigeria to
fully implement the various reforms in-
cluded in the Electoral Act, 2022, and to—

(A) fund INEC to its fullest capacity to
independently administer free, fair, and
credible elections;

(B) ensure that Nigerian citizens can safely
vote in elections, free of voter intimidation
and violence perpetrated by security forces,
bandits, paid political disruptors, and armed
insurgents;

(C) remain independent from political in-
terference by candidates, appointed or elect-
ed officials, political parties, and state secu-
rity forces;

(D) work with INEC to ensure that elec-
tions are held as scheduled;

(E) partner with civil society organiza-
tions, the United States Department of
State, and the United States Agency for
International Development on programs that
promote and fund good-governance, civic
education, and voter access;

(F) work meaningfully to reduce domestic
tensions within Nigeria; and

(G) support effective sub-national elections
through State Independent Electoral Com-
missions;

(7) urges INEC to—

(A) ensure equitable access for voter reg-
istration, the distribution of Permanent
Voter Cards (PVCs) and voter rolls, and en-
sure that the Bimodal Voter Accreditation
System (BVAS) accurately allows for only
one vote per person;

(B) maintain and publicly share accurate
pre- and post-election voter turnout data;

(C) hold candidates, elected officials, and
political parties accountable for electoral
law violations, and take steps to prosecute
all those who engage in voter intimidation,
vote buying, and all other forms of electoral
malfeasance;
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(D) coordinate with civil society groups
that help advance voter education, voter reg-
istration, and election observation;

(E) minimize bureaucratic hurdles for ac-
creditation of citizen and international ob-
servers and ensure they have unfettered ac-
cess to all aspects of the electoral process;
and

(F) work with the United Nations and the
international community to enfranchise mil-
lions of Nigerian citizens that have become
internally displaced due to violent conflict;

(8) urges political parties in Nigeria to un-
dertake reforms that reinforce democratic
values and good-governance, including by—

(A) holding candidates, elected officials,
and party operators accountable for efforts
to interfere with elections, including vote
buying, voter intimidation, and electoral vi-
olence;

(B) addressing financial and other barriers
that routinely block women and young peo-
ple from participating or running for elected
office; and

(C) addressing electoral corruption, pa-
tronage, and clientelism;

(9) calls upon the United States Govern-
ment and the international community to
continue to invest in programs aimed at ad-
vancing voter education, electoral security,
conflict mitigation, electoral dispute resolu-
tion, anti-corruption efforts, as well as the
development of political parties in Nigeria,
including—

(A) funding pre- and post-election data col-
lection with the Government of Nigeria and
INEC in accordance with the best election
data maintenance and accessibility practices
to ensure there is a free open source for post-
election data that is transparent and perma-
nently available to the public;

(B) supporting the right of Nigerian citi-
zens to vote in elections that are free, fair,
credible, and consistent with international
democratic standards;

(C) promoting accountability for any indi-
vidual that seeks to use violence, intimida-
tion, or corrupt electoral practices to under-
mine peaceful credible elections in Nigeria,
including through consideration of targeted
financial and travel sanctions;

(D) enabling citizen and international ob-
servation initiatives unfettered access to ob-
serve and issue reports on the pre-election,
election day, and post-election processes, in-
cluding independent verification of election
results to the greatest extent possible; and

(E) working alongside the Government of
Nigeria to call out and address
disinformation about the electoral process or
from malign external actors;

(10) calls on candidates running for the of-
fice of the president, governor, and Federal
and state elected offices to publicly commit
to peace and to pursue the resolution of elec-
tion disputes through peaceful means; and

(11) calls on the Secretary of State to pur-
sue diplomatic engagement to encourage a
peaceful and transparent electoral process in
Nigeria in 2023, including by coordinating ef-
forts among various United States Govern-
ment agencies and departments to further
good governance, strengthen democratic and
electoral institutions in Nigeria, and prevent
intercommunal violence.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 37—AUTHOR-
IZING EXPENDITURES BY THE
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSI-
NESS AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Mr. CARDIN submitted the following
resolution; which was referred from the
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship; to the Committee on
Rules and Administration:
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S. RES. 37

Resolved,

SECTION 1. GENERAL AUTHORITY.

In carrying out its powers, duties, and
functions under the Standing Rules of the
Senate, in accordance with its jurisdiction
under rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, including holding hearings, report-
ing such hearings, and making investiga-
tions as authorized by paragraphs 1 and 8 of
rule XXVI of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Small Business and
Entrepreneurship (in this resolution referred
to as the ‘‘committee’) is authorized from
March 1, 2023, through February 28, 2025, in
its discretion, to—

(1) make expenditures from the contingent
fund of the Senate;

(2) employ personnel; and

(3) with the prior consent of the Govern-
ment department or agency concerned and
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
use on a reimbursable or nonreimbursable
basis the services of personnel of any such
department or agency.

SEC. 2. EXPENSES.

(a) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING SEP-
TEMBER 30, 2023.—The expenses of the com-
mittee for the period March 1, 2023, through
September 30, 2023, under this resolution
shall not exceed $2,5618,098, of which
amount—

(1) not to exceed $50,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(1))); and

(2) not to exceed $10,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

(b) EXPENSES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024 PE-
RIOD.—The expenses of the committee for the
period October 1, 2023, through September 30,
2024, under this resolution shall not exceed
$4,316,738, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $50,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(1))); and

(2) not to exceed $10,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

(¢) EXPENSES FOR PERIOD ENDING FEBRUARY
28, 2025.—The expenses of the committee for
the period October 1, 2024, through February
28, 2025, under this resolution shall not ex-
ceed $1,798,642, of which amount—

(1) not to exceed $50,000 may be expended
for the procurement of the services of indi-
vidual consultants, or organizations thereof
(as authorized by section 202(i) of the Legis-
lative Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 U.S.C.
4301(i))); and

(2) not to exceed $10,000 may be expended
for the training of the professional staff of
the committee (under procedures specified
by section 202(j) of that Act).

SEC. 3. EXPENSES AND AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.

(a) EXPENSES OF THE COMMITTEE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), expenses of the committee
under this resolution shall be paid from the
contingent fund of the Senate upon vouchers
approved by the chairman of the committee.

(2) VOUCHERS NOT REQUIRED.—Vouchers
shall not be required for—

(A) the disbursement of salaries of employ-
ees paid at an annual rate;

(B) the payment of telecommunications
provided by the Office of the Sergeant at
Arms and Doorkeeper;

(C) the payment of stationery supplies pur-
chased through the Keeper of the Stationery;
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(D) payments to the Postmaster of the
Senate;

(E) the payment of metered charges on
copying equipment provided by the Office of
the Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper;

(F') the payment of Senate Recording and
Photographic Services; or

(G) the payment of franked and mass mail
costs by the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper.

(b) AGENCY CONTRIBUTIONS.—There are au-
thorized to be paid from the appropriations
account for ‘‘Expenses of Inquiries and Inves-
tigations” of the Senate such sums as may
be necessary for agency contributions re-
lated to the compensation of employees of
the committee—

(1) for the period March 1, 2023, through
September 30, 2023;

(2) for the period October 1, 2023, through
September 30, 2024; and

(3) for the period October 1, 2024, through
February 28, 2025.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. KAINE. Madam President, I have
one request for a committee to meet
during today’s session of the Senate. It
has the approval of the Majority and
Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committee is author-
ized to meet during today’s session of
the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

The Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, February 7, 2023, at 5:30
p.m., to conduct a business meeting.

—————

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 299

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I under-
stand there is a bill at the desk, and I
ask for the first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 299) to amend title 31, United
States Code, to provide for automatic con-
tinuing resolutions.

Mr. KAINE. I now ask for a second
reading, and in order to place the bill
on the calendar under the provisions of
rule XIV, I object to my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be read for the second
time on the next legislative day.

————

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 9, 2023

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
cess until 8:20 p.m. today and proceed
as a body to the Hall of the House of
Representatives for the joint session of
Congress provided under the provisions
of H. Con. Res. 11; that upon dissolu-
tion of the joint session, the Senate ad-
journ until 10 a.m. on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 9; that following the prayer and
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